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COIfSTlTUTlON OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, 



Xiie People of tlie State of Michigan do ordain tliis Constitution: 
ARTICLE I. 



Tlie State of MicLigan consists of and has jurisdiction over the 
territory embraced witbin the following boundaries, to wit; Com- 
mencing at a point on the eastern boundary line of the State of Indi- 
ana, where a direct line drawn from the southern extremity of Lake 
Michigan to the most northerly cape of the Maumee Bay shall inter- 
sect the same — aaid point being the north-west comer of the State of 
Ohio, as established by act of Congress, entitled "on act fo establisi' 
the northern boundary line of the State of Ohio, and fo provide for 
the admission of the State of Michigan into the Union upon the con- 
ditions therein expressed," approved June fifteenth, one thousand 
c-isht hundred and thirty-six; thence with the said boundary line of 
:hi.' State of Ohio till it intersects the boundary line between the Uni- 
ted States and Canada in Lake Erie; thence with said boundary line 
ijetiveen the United States and Canada through the Detroit rivet. 
Lake Huron and Lake Superior to a point where the said line last 
touches Lake Superior; thence in a direct line through Lake Su- 
perior to the mouth of the Montreal river; thence through (he middle 
of the main channel of the swd ri*er Montreal to the bead waters 
thereof; thence in a direct line to the centre of the channel between 
Middle and South islands in the Lake of the Desert; thence in a 
direct line to the southern shore of Lake Brule; thence along Said 
southern shore and down the river Brule to the main channel of the 
Menominie river; thence down the centre of the main channel of the 
same to the centre of the most usual ship channel of the Green Bay 
of Lake Michigan; thence through the centre of the most usual ship 
L-hannel of the said bay to the middle of Lake Michigan; thence through 
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the middle of Lake MicKigan to the northern boundary of the Stale 
of Indiana, as that line was established by the act of Congress of the 
nineteenth of April, eighteen hundred and sixteen; thence due east 
with the north boundary lino of tbe said State of Indiana to the 
north-east corner thereof; and thence south with the eastern boun- 
dary liiie of Indiana to tlie place of beginning. 
ARTICLE II. 

SEW OE' GOVKBSMENT. 

§ I , The Seat of Government shall be at Lansing, where it is now 
established. 

ARTICLE IIL 

§ 1. The powers of government are divided into three departments 
the Legislative, Executive and Judicial. 

§ 2. No person belonging to one department shall exercise the 
powers properly belonging to another, except in the cases expressly 
provided in this constitution. 

ARTICLE IV. 



§1. The legislative power is vested in a Senate and House of 



§ 2. The Senate shall consist of thirty-two members. Senators 
shall be elected for two years, and by single districts. Such districts 
shall be numbered from one (o ihirly-two inclusive; each of which 
shall choose one 'senator No county shall be divided in the forma- 
tion of Semte districts, es-cept such county shall be equitably enti- 
tled to two or more Senator- 

§ 3. Thn House of Repreaeniitiv es shall consist of not less than 
sixty-four, nor more than one hundred members. Representatives 
shall be chosen for two years, and by single districts. Each Repre- 
sentative district shall contain, as nearly as may be, an cqujf num- 
ber of white inhabitants, and civilized persona of Indian descent, not 
members of any tribe, and shall consist of convenient and contigu- 
ous territory. But no township or city shall be divided in the for- 
mation of a Representative district. When any township or citv 
shall contain a population which entitles it to more than one Repre- 
sentative, then such township or city shall elect by general ticket 
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tin: number of Represenutives to which it is entitled. KaoTi countv 
hcreaitcr organized, with such territory as may bts attached tberet«, 
shal! be entitled to a separate Representative when it has attained a 
jjoniilation eii'-ial lo a moiety of the ratio of representation. In 
'-very county entitled to more than one Kepresentative, the board of 
^uocrvi6ors shall assembk at such time and place as the Legislature 
>iiall prescribe and dividt, the sime into Kepresentative districts, 
tqual to the number ot Rcprescntatu ts to which such county is en- 
ti'led by law, ard shall cau&L to be iJed in the offices of the Sec- 

■ tary of State and clerk of such counn d description of such E<?p- 
f■'^entativc districts, specifymg the number of each distiiot, and the 
];opu!ation thereot according to the lastprecedingemimeratici). 

f; 4. The Legislature shall provide by law for an enumeration of 
rlii- inhabiiants in the year eighteen liundred and fifty-four, and 

■ iery len years thereafter; and at the first session after each enume- 
ration so made, and also at the first session after each enumeration 
by the authority of the United States, the Legislature shall re-ar- 
range the Senate districts and apportion anew the Representatives 
among the counties and districts, according to the number of white 
iiiiiabitaats and civilized persons of Indian descent, not members of 
M\v tribe. Each apportionment and ilii; division into Rsprcsentafive 
'li-i!-i(L-, by any board of supervisors, shall remain tinaUered untii 
the return of another enumeration. 

j; a. Senators and Representatives shall be citiaens of the United 
Slate;, and quajified electors in the respective counties and dis- 
tricts ivhich they vppreseni. A i'emoval from their icspectire coun- 
uc^ or districts shall be deemed a vacation of their office. 

S C. No person holding any office under the United States [or this 
Nta.Lt,] cr any county office, except notaries public, officers of the 
ciiiitia andofficors elected by townships, shall be cligibk to or have a 
.<^■al iu either house of the Legislature, and all votes given for aiiT 
-uciv person shall be void. 

S 7. Senators and Representatives sliall, in all ca£cs, except trea. 
-uii.feiocy or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest. They 
■■ha.]] not be subject to any civil process during the session of the 
L'.'srlslature, or for fifteen days nest before the commencement and 
after the termination of each session. They shall not be ijuestioned 
ill anv other place for aay speecli in either house, ^ 



g 8. A majority of each liouse sliall constitute a quorum to du 
business; but a smaller number may adjoura from dav to day, and 
:ompel tbe attendance of absent members, in such mannner and 
under sucb penalties as each house may prescribe. 

§ 9. Hach house shall choose its own officers, determine the )'Lile.s 
of its procediags, and judge of the qualifications, elections and 
returns of its members; and may, with the concurrence of two- 
ihirds of all the members elected, expel a member. So mem- 
ber shall be expelled a second time for the same cause, nor for any 
cause known to his constituents antecedent to his elecdor.. The 
reason for such expulsion shall be entered upon the journal, with the 
names of the members voting on the question. 

§ 10 Each house a hill keep a journal of its proceedings, andpub- 
1 sh the =ame eiicept such paits as may lequire secrecy. The 
leasand na}s of tl e members of cither house, on any question, 
shall be tntercd on the journal at the request of one-fifth of the 
members rfected \uy member of cith r house may dissent from 
and protest against any act, proceeding or resolution which he may 
deem injurious to any person or the public, and have the reason of 
his dissent entered on the journal. 

§11. In all elections by either house or in joint convention the 
votes shall be given vh-a voce. All votes on nominations to the Senaie 
shall be taken by yeas aad nays, and published with the journal of 
its proceedmgs. 

§ 12. The doors of each house shall be open, unless the public 
welfere req^uire secrecy, ^^^eitlier house shall, witliout the consent ol 
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place 
than where the Legislature may then be in session. 

§ 13. Bills may originate in eitlier house of the Legislature. 
§ 14. Every bill and concurrent resolution, except of adjournment, 
passed by the Legislature shall be presented to the Governor before 
it becomes a law. If he approve b hall m t b t f not, be 
shall return it with his objections t tl 1 u wh h t rigina- 
fed, which shall enter the objection at la up n tb journal, 
and reconsider it. On such recon d t n f tw tl n-d of the 
members elected agree to pass the 1 11 t 1 11 fa nt w th he ob- 
jections, to the other house, by which it shall be reconsidered. If 



approved bj two-thirds of the members elected to that house, it 
-hall bpcome a law In such case the vote of both houses shall be 
let rmined by veas and nays and the names of the members voting 
toi and ng-unbt the bill shall be entered on the journals of each 
h use respecti\ t,ly If any bill be not returned by the Governor 
witliin fen diys Sundays excepted after it has been presented to 
h m the '■anie shall become a law in like manner as if he had 
igned it unless the Legislature bv their adjournment, prevent its 
rttiim m whii.h ca e it ehiU not be ome a law. The Governor 
mij approve s gn and tile in the office of the Secretary of Slate, 

hm fi^e dajsafcei tht adjuiimment of the Legislature, any act 
passed dunngthelis ivc daj of the se sion; and the same shall be- 
i;onie a law. 

§ 15. The compensation of the members of the Le^slature shall be 
three dollars a day for actual attendance and when absent on account 
of sickness, for the first sixty days of the session of (lie year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and for the first forty days of 
every subsequent session, and nothing thereailcr. WJien convened 
in extra session their compensation shall be three dollars a day for the 
hrst twenty days, and nothing thereafter; and they shall le^slate on 
no othtrbubjecta than those expressly stated in the Governor's proc- 
iamation, oi s jbmitted to them by special message. They shall be 
1 ntiil' d to ti n tents and no more for every mile actually traveled, 
^'uin^ to and returning from the place of meeting, on the usually 
ira* eled route, and for stationery and newspapers not eiceeding five 
iullais ftreach member/during any session. Each member shall 
, entitled to one copy of the laws, journals and documents of the 
'..egioiamie of which he was a member; but shall not receive at the 
"xpenie ot the State, books, newspapers, or other perquisites of of- 
ffice, not expressly authorized by this constitution. 

?i !6. The Legislature may provide by law for the payment 
of postage on all mailable matter received by its members and 
officers during the sessions of the Legislature, but not on any sent 
or mailed by them. 

§ 17. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives shall be entiled to the same per diem compensa- 
tion and mileage as members of the Legislature, and no more. 
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§ 18. No perscra. elected a member of the Legislature shali receive 
anycisilapfwiQtcient within this State or to the Senate of the TJpi- 
IM ^tes, from fhe Governor, the Goiemor and Senate from tb' 
Legislature or any other State authontv during the term for whic' 
he is elected All such appomtments and all votts given for anj 
person so elected tor anr such ofhcc or ^ppolntmBnt shall he loiu 
No member of the Legishture shall he interested direcll> or mdi 
rectiy, in any contract with the Stite, or anv countY thereof tv 
thorised by any law passed dunng the time for which he is tlectea 
nor for one year thereafter. 

§ 19. Every bill and joint resolution shall be read three times in 
each house, before the final passage thereof No bill or joint rero- 
luUon shall become a law without the concurrence of a majority of 
all the members elected to each house. On the final passage of aU 
bills the vote shall be by ayes and nays, and entered on the journa'.. 

§ 20. No law shall embrace more than one object, which shall b-;- 
expressed in its title. No public act shall lahe effector be in force 
until the expiration of ninety days from thf end of the session -^: 
which the same is passed, unless the Legislature shall otherwise di- 
rect, by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to each house, 

^31, The Legislature shall not grant nor authorize extra com 
p,msatioit to any public officer, agent or contractor, after the service 
baa been rendered or the contract entered info. 

§ 22. The Legislature shall provide by law that the furnishing 
of fuel and stationery for the use of the State, the printing; and bind - 
ing the laws and journals, all blanks, paper and printing for the esec 
utfvo departments, and all other printing ordered by the Legislature, 
shall be let by contract to the lowest bidder or bidders, who sSial! 
give adequate and satisfactory security for the performance thereof. 
The Legiaiature shall prescribe by law the manner in which the 
State printing shall be executed, and the accounts rendered tlfSrefcr; 
and shall prohibit alt charges for constructive labor. They shall no' 
rrisaind nor alter such contract, nor release the person nor persons la 
i;iog the same, or his or their sureties, from the performance of an;- 
of Uie conditions of the contract. No member of the Le^slature 
nyr officer of the State, shall be interested directly or indirectly in 
wiy such contract. 
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i £3. The Legislature shall nor authorize, by private or.sptcial 
Uir, the sale or conveyance of any real estate belonging to any per- 
son; nor vacate nor alter any road laid out by commissioners of 
highways, or any street in any city or village, or in any recorded 
town plat. 

^ 24. The Le^slature may authorize the employment of a chap- 
liiin for the State prison; but no money shall be appropriated for the 
jiayment of any religious services in either house of the Legislature. 

5 25. No law shall be revised, altered or amended by reference tc 
its tide only; but the act revised, and the section or sections of Uie 
ace altered or amended, shall be re-enacted and published at length. 

? 26. Divorces shall not be granted by ihe Legislature. 

j 27, The Legislature shall not authorize any lotter;', nor permit 
lilt- sale of lottery tickets. 

5 in. No Lew bil! shall be introduL-ed inlo either house during the 
last three days of the session, TCitiinui the unanimous consent of the 
linuss in which it originates. 

4 29, In case of a contested election, the person only shall re- 
ceive from the State per diem compensation and mileage, who is de- 
clared to be entitled to a seat by the liouse in which the contest takes 
]ilace. 

^ 30. No coHector, holder, nor disburser of public moneys, shall 
liaie a seat in the Legislature, or be eligible to any office of trust or 
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eight hundred and fifty-two, and on the Tuesday succeeding the first 
Monday of November of every second year thereafter. 

§ 35. The Legislature shall not estahlish a State paper. Every 
newspaper ia the State which shall publish all the general laws of 
any session within forty days of their passage, shall be entitled to 
I'eceive a sum not exceeding fifteen dollars therefor. 

5 36. The Legislature shall provide for the speedy publication of 
all statute laws of a public uature, and of such judicial decisions as 
it may deem expedient. All laws and judicial decisions shall be free 
for publication by any person. 

§37. The Legislature may declare the cases in which any of- 
fice shall be deemed vacant, and also the manner of filling the va- 
caucy, where no provision is made for that purpose in this constitu- 

§ 36. The Legislature may confer upon organised townships, in- 
corporated cilies and villages, and upon the board of superviscrs of 
the several counties, such powers of a local, legislative and adminis- 
frative character as they may deem proper. 

§ 39. The Legislature shall pass no law to prevent any person 
from worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of bis own 
conscience, or to compel any person to attend, erect or support any 
place of religious worship, or to pay tithes, taxes or otiier rates for 
the support of any minister of the gospel or teacher of religion. 

§ 40. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury 
for the benefit of any reli^ous sect or society, theological or religious 
seminary, nor shall property belonging to the State be appropriated 
for any such purposes 

§ 41. The Legislature shall not dimmish or enlarge the civil or 
political rights, prn deges and capacities ot any person on account of 
his opinion or belief concemmg matters of religion 

§ 42. No law shall ever be passed to restrain oi abiidge tbeftber- 
ty of speech or ol the press; but every person may freely speak, 
write and publish his sentiments, on all subjects, being responsible for 
the abuse of such right 

§ 43. The Legisiature shall pass no hill of attainder, expost facto 
law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts. 

5 44. Tbe privilege of the writ of habaes corpus remains and 
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shall not be suspended by tlie Legislature, uscept in case of rebel- 
iion or invasion the public safety require it. 

I 45. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected to e3i;h. 
house of the Legislature shall be requisite to every bill appropria- 
ting the public money or property for local or private purposes. 

§ 46. The Legislature may authorize a trial by a jury of a iess 
number than twelve men. 

§ 47. The Legislature shall not pass any act authorizing thi: 
grant of license for the sale ^f ardent spirits or other intosicatitig 
jiquors. 

5 48. The style of the laws shall be " The People of the State of 
Michigan ena^t." 

» ARTICLE V. 



§ 1 . The Esecutive power is vested in a Governor, who shall hold 
liis office for two years. A Lieutenant Governor shall be chosc-n 
for the same term. 

§ 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor or Lieu- 
tenant Governor, who has not been five years acitizen of the United 
Slates, and a resident of this State two years nest preceding his elec„ 
tion; nor shall any person be eligible to either office who has not 
attained the age of thirty years. 

§ 3. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be elect«d at the 
times and places of choosing the members of the Legislature. The per- 
son having the highest number of votes for Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor sbal! be elected. In case two or more persons shall have 
on equal and the highest number of votes for Governor or Lieuten- 
ant Governor, the Legislature shall, by joint vote, choose one of such 
persons. 

§4. The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chiefofthemihtary and 
naval forces, and may call out such forces to execute the laws, to 
suppress insurrections and to repel invasions. 

§ 5. He shall transact all necessary business with officers of gov- 
ernment, and may require information, in writing, from the officers of 
the Executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties of 
their respective offices. 

§ 6. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
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\^ 7. Kemay con fne tne Le^«!ilurc gn cxlraordinary occasionfi. 

§ 8. He shall give to the Legiahturc ind at Uie close of his o£B- 
ual term to theuett LeQ"s!ature information by message of the con- 
dition of the State and recomajend "uch measures to them as !ie 
sliaiideem espeilien 

^9. He may convene he Lcgi liturt at some oUier place when 
liie seat of government bei.omes din^Lroua from disease or a com- 
mon enemy. 

§ lO. He shall issue writs of elecdon to fill such vacancies as occur 
in the Senate or Houfe of Kepresentatives. 

§ 11. He may grant reprieves, commutations and pardons after 
cijnviolions, for all offences except treason and cases of impeachment, 
upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and limiftttions, as 
l:e may think proper, subject to regwlations provided bylaw, rela- 
tive to the manner of applying for pardons. Upon conviction for 
ireaaon, he may suspend the execution of the sentence until the case 
fehali be reported to the Legislature at its nest session, when the Leg- 
iaiature shall either pardon, or commute the sentence, direct the eie- 
i:ation of th" sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He shall com- 
TOunliate to the Legislature at each session information of each case 
c£ reprieve, commutation or pardon granted, and the reasons tbere- 
tbr. 

§ 12. In case of the impeachment of Ihc Governor, his removal 
from office, death, inability, resignation, or absence from the State, 
I'ne powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the Lieutenant 
Ciovernor for the residue of the ferm, or until the disability ceas 
Whea the Governor shall be out of the State in time of war, at I 
head of a military force thereof, he shall continue Commander- 
f'hicf of al! the military force of the State. 

§ 13. During a vacancy in the office of Goveinor, if the Lieuten- 
ant Governor die, resign, be impeached, displaced, be inoapabte of 
performing the dutjes of his oiBee, or absent from the State, tJie Pi 
•.daiiprol&npore of the Senate shall act as Governor, until the vac 
cy be filJed, or the disability cease. 

§ 14. The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of his office, be 
President of the Senate. In committee of the whole he may debate 
all questions; and when there is an equal division, he shall give the 
,-^ i;asting.y(4e.t 
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§ 15. No member of Congress, nor any person holding' office un- 
der the United States, or this State, shall execute the office of Gov- 

§ 16. No person elected Governor or Lieutenant Governor, shall 
be eligible to any office or appointment from the Legislature, or either 
house thereof during the time for which he was elected. AH votes 
for either of cliera, for any such office, shall he void. 

§ 17. The Lieutenant [Governor] and President of the Senate ^u 
tempore, when performing the duties of Governor, shall receive- the 
same compensation as the Governor. 

§ 18. All officisl acts of the Governor, his approval of the laws 
excepted, shall be authenticated bj the Great Seal of the State, which 
shall be kept by the Secretary of State. 

§ 19. All commissions issued to persons holding office under the 
provisions of this constitution, shall be in the name and by the au- 
thority of the people of the State of Michigan, sealed with the Greni 
Seal of the State, signed by the Governor, and countersigned by the 
Secretary of State. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL DBPARTMBMT. 

§ I. The judicial power is vested in one supreme court, in circuit 
courts, in probate courts, and in justices of the peace. Municipal 
courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction may be established by the 
Legislature in cities. 

§ 2. For the term of si.t years, and thereafter, until the Legisla- 
ture otherwise provide, the judges of the several circuit courts shall 
be judges of the supreme court, four of whom shall constitute a 
quorum. A coneuiTCnce of three shall be necessary to a final deci- 
sion. Afier six years the Legislature may provide by law for th« 
organization of a supreme court, wilh the jurisdiction and powers 
prescribed in this constitution, to consist of one chief justice and 
three associate justices, to be chosen by the electors of the State. 
Such supreme court, when so organized shall not be changed or 
discontinued by the Legislature for eight years thereafter. The 
judges thereof shall he so classified that but one of them shall go out 
of office at the same time. Their term of office shall be eigh* 
years. 
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8 3. The supreme court s-liall have a general superintending con- 
trol over all inferior courts, and shall ha^e power to issue writs of 
error, habeas corpus, mandamus, quo warranto, procedendo, and 
other ori^na! and remedial writs, and to hear and determine the 
same. In all other cases it shall have appellate jurisdiction only. 

8 4. Four terms of the supreme court shall be he held annually, at 
such times and places as may be designated by law. 

1 5. The supreme court shall, by general rules, establish, modify and 
amend the practice in sucli court and in the circuit courts, and sim- 
plify the same. The Legislature shall, as far as practicable, abolish 
distinctions between law and equity proceedings. The office of mas- 
ter in chancery is prohibited. 

§ G. The State shall be divided into eight judicial circuits; m each 
Oi which the eleelors thereof shill elect one circuit judge, who shall 
hold his office for the term cf s!\ i ears, and until bis successor is 
elected and quihiied 

§ 7. The Legislature may alter the limits of circuits or increase the 
number of the same No alterition or increase shall have the effect 
to remove a judge from office. In every additional circuit estab- 
lished the judge shall be elected by the electors of such circuit, and 
iiii term of office shall continue as provided in this constitution for 
judges of the circuit court. 

§ 8. The chcuit courts shall have original jurisdiction ia all mat- 
ters ciril and criminal, not excepted in this constitution, and not pro- 
hibited by law; and appellate jurisdiction from all inferior courts and 
tribunals, and a supervisory control of (he same. They shall also 
have power to issue writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, injunction, 
quo warranto, certiorari and other writs necessary to carry into effect 
theirorders, judgments and decrees, and give them a general con- 
trol over inferior courts and tribunals within their respective jurisdic- 

g 9. Each of the judges of tiie circuit courts shall receive a salary 
payable quarterly. They shall be ineligible to any other than a 
judicial office during the term for which they are elected, and for 
one year thereafter. All votes for any person elected such judge for 
any office other than judicial, given eitiicr by the Legislature or tht- 
])f?ople, shall be void. 
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§ 10. The supreme court may appoint a reporter of its decisions. 
The decisions of the supreme coart sliall he in writing, and signed 
by the judges concurring therein. Any judge dissenting there- 
from, shall give the reasons of such dissent in writing, under his sig- 
nature. All such opinions shall be filed in the office of the clerk 
of the supreme court. The judges of the circuit court within their 
respective jurisdictions, may fill vacancies in the office of county 
clerk and of prosecutmg atloraey; but no judge of the supreme 
court, or circuit court, shall exercise any other power of appoint- 
ment to public office, 

I H. A circuit court shall he held at least twice in each year in 
every county organized for judicial purposes, and four times in each 
year in counties containing ten thousand inhabitants. Judges of (he 
circuit court may hold courts for each other, and shall do so wher. 
required by law. 

§ 13, The clerk of each county organized for judicial purposes 
shall be the clerk of the circuit court of such county, and of the su- 
preme court when held within the same. 

§ 13. In each of the counties organized for judicial purposes, there 
shall be a court of probate. The judge of such court shall be elec- 
ted by the electors of the county in which he resides, and shall hold 
his office for four years, and until his successor is elected and quali- 
fied. The jurisdiction, powers and duties of such court shall be 
prescribed by law. 

^ 14. When a vacancy occurs in the ofiicc of judge of the su- 
preme, circuit or probate court, it shall be filled by appointment of 
tlie Governor, which shall continue until a successor is elected and 
qualified. Wlien elected, such successor shall hold his ofBce ihe 
residue of the unexpired term. 

§ 15. The supreme court, the circuit and probate courts of each 
county, shall be courts of record, and shall each have a common seal. 

§ 16. The Legislature may provide by law for the election of one 
or more persons in each organized county, who may be vested with 
judicial powers, not exceeding those of a judge of the circuit court at 
chambers, 

§ 11. There shall be not exceeding four justices of the peace in 
«ach organized township. They shall be elected by the electors ef 
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ihe townships, and ahali hold their offices for four years, and until 
their successors are elected and qualified. At thefirst election inany 
township they shall be classified as shall he prescribed by law. A 
justice cleLled to fill a vacancy shall hold his office for the residue ol' 
the unexpired term The Legislature may increase the number of 
justices m cities 

J IP In uvil cases justices of the peace shall have exclusive juris- 
diction to the imount of one hundred dollars, and concurrent juris- 
diction to tlie amount of three hundred dollars, which may be 
increased to fiie hundred dollars, with such exceptions and restric- 
iions as mav be provided by law. They shall also have such crim- 
'nal jurisdiLtion and perform such duties as shall be prescribed by 
ne Legislature 

§ 19 Jad<{es of the supreme court, circuit judges, and justices 
if the peice shall be conservators of the peace within their respeo- 
t.^cs jurisdictions 

§ 20 The first election of judges of the circuit courts, shall be 
held on the first Monday in April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, andeverysixfh year thereafter. Whenever an additional circuit 
is created, provision shall be made to hold the subsequent election of 
such additional judges at the regular elections herein provided. 

g 21. The first election of judges of the probate courts shall be 
held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, and every fourth year 
thereafter. 

^ 22. Whenever a judge shall remove beycnd tie limits of tK 
jurisdiction for which he was elected, or a just ce of th peice trom 
the township in which he was elected, or by a clian^ n the bounda 
ries of such township shall be placed without iht, same they "hall 
be deemed to have vacated their respective offices. 

§ 23. The Legislature may establish courts of conciliation j»ith 
such powers and duties as shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 24. Any suitor in any court of this State stall have the right 
to prosecute or defend his suit, either in his own proper person, or 
by an attorney or agent of his choice, 

§ 23. In all prosecutions for libels, the truth may be given in evi- 
dence to the jury; and If it shall appear to the jury, that the matter 
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charged as libeUous, is true, and was published vltb good motives 
and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted. The jury 
shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

§ 26. The person, houses, papers and possessions of every person 
shall be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures. No war- 
rant to search any place or to seize any person or things, shall issue 
without describing them, nor without probable cause, supported by 
oath or affirmation. 

§ 27. The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall be deemed 
to be waived in all civil cases imjess demanded by one of the par- 
ties in such manner as shall he prescribed by law. 

§ 28. In every criminal prosecution, the accused shall have the 
rig-ht to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury, which may 
consist of less than twelve men in all courts not of record; to he in- 
formed of the nature of the accusation; to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining wit- 
nesses ia his favor, and have the assistance of counsel for his dc- 

§ 29. No person, after acquittal upon the merits, shall he tried for 
thesame offence; all persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by 
sufficient sureties, eicept for murder and treason, when the proof is 
evident or the presumption great. 

- § 30. Treason, against the State shall consist only in levying war 
against, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and com- 
fort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless upon the testi- 
mony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in 
open court 

§31. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines shall not 
be imposed; cruel or unusual punishment shall not be infiicled, nor 
shall witnesses be unreasonably detained. 

I 32. No person shall he compelled, in any criminal case, to be a ' 
witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
witliout due process of law. 

§ 33. No person shall he imprisoned for debt arising out of, o"" 
founded on a contract, express or implied, except m cases of fraud or 
breach of trust, or of moneys collected by public officers or ia any 
3 
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]irofeEsioBal employment. Ifo person shall be imprisoned for a mili- 
tia fine in time of peace. 

I 34. No person shall be raidered incompetent to be a witness on 
account of his opinions onmatteis of religious be lie£ 

§ 35. The style of all process shall be: " In the name of the peo- 
pleof the State of Michigan." 

ARTICLE Til. 

ELECTIONS. 

§1. In all elections, every white male citizen every white male in- 
habitant residing in the State on the twenty-fourth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five; every white male inhabitant 
residingin this State on the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty, who has declared. Ma intention to become a citizen 
of the United States, pursuant to the laws thereof, sir months pre- 
ceding an election, or who has resided in this State two years and six 
months, and declared his intention as aforesaid, and every civilized 
male inhabitant of Indian descent, a native of the United States and 
not a member of any tribe, shall be an elector and entitled to vote; 
but no citizen or inhabitant shall be an elector or entiled to vote at 
any election, unless he shall be above the age of twenty-one years, 
and has resided in this State three months, and in the township or ward 
in which he offers to vote, ten days next preceding such election. 

§ 2. All votes shall be given by ballot, except for such township 
officers £is may be authorized by law to be otherwise chosen. 

§ 3. Every elector, in all cases, except treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace, shall be privileged from merest during his attendance at 
election, and in going to and returning from the same. 

§ 4. No elector shall be obliged to do militia duty on the day of 
electjon, except in time of war or public danger, or attend court as a 
suitor or witness. 

§ 5. No elector shall be deemed to have gained or lost a residence, 
by reason of his being employed in the service of the United States, 
or of this State; nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters of 
this State or of the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a stu- 
dent of any seminary of learning; nor while kept at any alms-house 
or other asylum at public enpense; nor while confined in any public 
prison. 

"5 6. Laws may be passed to preserve the purity of elections, and 
guard against abuses of the electJve franchise. ^ 



§ 7. Ko soldier, seaman, nor marine, in the army or navy of tie 
United Slates, shall be deemed a resident of this Stale, in consequence 
of being stationed in any military or naval place within the same. 

§ 8. Any inhabitant who may Lereafier be eng^ed in a duel, 

either as principal or accessory before the fact, shall be disqualified 

from holding any of&ce under the constitution and laws of this State 

and shall not be permitted to vote Bt any election. 

ARTICLE VIII. 



§ I. There shall be elected at each general biennial election a Sec- 
retary of State, a Superintendent of Public Instruction, a State Treas- 
urer, a Commissoner of the Land Office, an Auditor General, and an 
Attorney General, for tke term of two years. They shall keep their 
^JiEces at the seat of government, and shall perform such duties as 
may be prescribed by law. 

g 2. Their term of of&ce shall commence on the first day of Janu- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-tiree, and of every second 
year thereafter. 

§ 3. Wlienever a vacancy sJiaJl occur in any of the State offices, 
[he Governor shall fill the same by appointment, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of tlie Senate, if in session. 

§ 4. The Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and Comtatssioner 
of the State Land Office shall constitute a Board of State Auditors f o 
esaraine and adjust all claims against the State, not otherwise provi- 
ded for by general law. They shall constitute a Board of State Can- 
vassers to determine the result of all elections for Governor, Lieuten- 
ant Governor and State Officers, and of such other officers as shall 
by law be referred to them. 

§ 5. In case two or more persons have an equal and the highest 
number of votes for any office, as canvassed by the Boaid of State 
Canvassers, the Legislature, in jomt Convention, shall choose one of 
of said persons to fill such office. When the deterramation of the 
Board of State Canvassers is contested, the Legislature, in Joint 
Convention, shall decide which person is elected. 
ARTICLE IS. 

SALARIES. 

§ I. The Governor shall receive an annual salary of one thousand 
dollars; the Judges of the Circuit Court shall each receive an annud 
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(alAryofonethousandfi'Tehuadreddollarsi tlie State Treasurer ahatr' 
receireaiiaHnualBalaryofonetliousand dollars; the Auditor General 
shall receive an atinual salary of one thousand dollars; the Superintend- 
ent ef Public Instruction shall receive an annua! salary of one thou- 
sand dollars; theSecretary of State shall receive an annual salary of 
eight hundred dollars; the Commisabner of the Land Office shall- 
receive an annual salary of eight hundred dollars; llie Attorney Gep- 
eral shall receive an annual salary of eight hundred dollars. They 
shall receive no fees or perquisites, whatever, for the performance ot 
any duties connected with their ofBees. It shall not be competent for 
the Legislature lo increase the salaries her^n provided. 
ARTICLE X. 

COOK TIES. 

§ 1'. Each organized county, shall he a body corporate with sucii 
powers and immnmties as shall be established by law. All suits and 
proeeedings, by or against a county, shall be ia the name thereof. 

§ 2. No organized county, shall ever be reduced by the organi- 
zation of new coundea to less than siiteen townships, as surveyed 
by the the United States, unless in pursuance of law, a majority ot 
electors residing in each county to be affected thereby, shall so de- 
cide. The Legislature may oi-ganiae any city into a separate coun- 
ty, when it has attained a population of twenty thousand inhabitants, 
without reference to geographical extent, when aniajority of the elec- 
tors of a county in which such city may be situated, voting thereon, 
shall be in favor of a separate organization. 

§ 3. In each: organized county there shall be a sheriff, a county 
clerk, a county treasurer, a register of deeds and a prosecuting attor- 
ney, chosen, by the electors thereof, once in two years, and as often 
as vacancies shall happen, whose duties and powers shall be pre- 
scribed by law. The board of supervisors in any county may unite 
the of&ces of county clerk and register of deeds in one ofEce,^r dis- 
connect the same. 

§ 4. The sheriff, county clerk, county treasurer, judge of probate 
and register of deeds, shall hold their offices at the county seat. 

§ 5. The sheriff shall hold no other ofUce, and shall be incapable 
of holding the office of sheriff longer than four in any period of six 
years. He may be required by law to renew his security from time 
to time, and. in default of giving such- ascuritin, his office shall be 
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■deemsd vacant. The coimtj shalJ never be i-esponabk for lis acts. 

5 6. A board of supervisors, consisting of one from eacb oi^n- 
iaed township, shall be established in each county, with such powers 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 7. Cities shall have such representation in the bosfrd of super- 
visors of the counties in which they are situated, as the Legislature 
may direct, 

§ ?. No county seat, once established, shall be removed, until the 
place to which it is proposed to be removed shall be designated by 
two-thirds of the board of supervisors of the county, and a majority 
■of the electors voting thereon shall have voted in favorof the pro- 
posed location, in suoh manner as shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 9. The board of supervisors of any county may barrow ot 
rMse by tax one thousand dollars, for constructing or repairing public 
"buildings, highways or bridges; hut no greater sum shall be borrowed 
or raised by tax for such puiyoae in any one year, unless authorized 
■by a majority of the electors of such county voting thereon. 

§ 10, The board of supervisors, or in the county of Wayne, the 
board of county auditor's, shaJl have the exclusive power to prescribe 
and fix the compensation for all services rendered fur, and to adjust 
all claims agtunst their re'^ective counties, and the sum so fixed or 
defined shall be subject to no appeal 

§ 11. The board of supervisors of each organized county may 
provide for laying out highways, constructing bridges, and orgaui- 
zing townships, under su.i,h re-^trictions and limitations as shall be 
.prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE .^I. 

lO WHS MIPS. 

§ 1. There shall he elected annually, on the first Monday of April, 
in each organized township, one supervisor, one township clerk, who 
shall be ex-ofBcio school inspector, one oommissioBer of highways, 
one township treasurer, one school inspector, not exceeding four con- 
stables, and one overseer of highways for each highway district, 
whose powers and duties shall be prescribed by law. 

8 2. Each organiaed township shall be a body corporate, with such 
powers and imuiunities as shall be preacrSied by law. All suits and 
proceedings by or ag^nst a township, shaJl bs in the name thereof. 

Hosted byGoOl^lc 



ARTICLE XII. 



§ 1. The House of Eepi-esentatiTes shall have tie sole power of 
impeaching civil officers for corrupt conduct in office, or for crimes 
or misdemeanors; but a majcirilyof the members elected shall he 
necessary to direct an impeachment, 

§ 2. Every impeachment shall be tried fay the Senate. When 
the Governor or Lieutenant Governor is tried,, the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court shall preside. When an impeachment is di- 
rected the Senate shall take an oath or afBrmation truly and tmpat- 
tially to try and determine the same according to the evidence. No 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members elected. Judgment, in case of impeachment, shall not 
extend further than removal from office; but the party convicted 
shall he liable to punishment according to law, 

§ 3. When an impeachment is directed the House of Represen- 
tatives shall elect from their own body three members, whose duty i; 
shall be to prosecute such impeachment, No impeachment shall be 
tried until the final adjournment of the Legislature, ivhen the Senate 
shall proceed to try the same. 

§ 4. Tfo judicial officer shall exercise his office, after an impeach- 
ment is directed, until he is acquitted. 

§ 5. The Governor may make a provisional appointment to fill a. 
vacancy occasioned by the suspension of an officer until he ahal! 
be acquitted, or until after the election and qualification of a suc- 
cesssor. 

§ 6. For reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient ground 
for the impeachment of a judge, the Governor shall remove him on 
a concurrent resolution of two-thirds of the members elected tc 
each house of the Legislature; but the cause for which such removal 
is required shall be stated at length in such resolution. 

§ 1. The Le^slature shall provide by law for the removaTof any 
officer elected by a county, township or school district, in such man- 
ner and for such cause as to them shall seem just and proper. 
ARTICLE Xiri. 

§ 1. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall have the gsa- 
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eral supervkion of public iDstruction, and his duties shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

§ 2. The proceeds from tie sales of all lands that have been or 
hereafter may be granted by the United States to tie Slate, for 
educational purposes, and the proceeds of all lands or ofier property 
given by individuals or appropriated by the State for lilie purposes, 
shall be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest and income of which, 
together with the rents of aJl such lands as may remain unsold, 
shall be inviolably appropriated and annually applied to the specific 
objects of the original gift, grant or appropriation. 

§ 3. All lands, the titles to which shall Ml from a defect of heirs, 
shall escheat to the State; and the interest on the clear proceeds from 
the sales thereof, shall be appropriated exclusively to tlie support of 
primary schools. 

§ 4. The Le^slatnre shall, within five years from the adoption of 
Ibis constitution, provide for and establish a system of primary 
schools, wliereby a school shall be kept without charge for tuition, at 
least three months in each year, in every scliool district in the State, 
and all inatraotioa in said schools shall be conducted in ttie English 



§ 5. A school shall be maintained in each school district at least 
three months in each year. Any school district neglecting to main- 
tain such school, shall be deprived for the ensuing year, of its pro- 
portion of tie income of the primary school fund, and of all funds ari- 
sing from taxes for the support of schools. 

5 6. There shall be elected in each jufficial circuit, at the time of 
the election of the judge of such circuit, a regent of tie University, 
whose term of office shall be the same as that of such judge. The re- 
gents thus elected shall constitute the Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 

§ 7. The regents of the University and their successors in ofGce, 
«!iall continue to constitute the body corporate, known by the^ame 
and title of "the regents of the University of Michigan." 

§ 8. The regents of the University shall, at their firet annual meel> 
ing, or as soon thereafter as may be, elect a President of the Univer- 
sity, who shall be ex o^ooa member lof tlietr board, with the privi- 
tege of speaking but not of voting. He ^all preside at the meet- 
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jngsof the regents, and be the principal execudve officer of the Uni- 
versity. The board of regents shall have the general supervision 
of the Uniyersity, and the direction and control of all expenditures 
from the UniTersity interest fund, 

§ 9. There shall be elected at tie general electjon in the vear 
one thousand eight hundred and fifiy-lwo, three members of a 
State Board of Education, one for two years, one for four years, and 
one for six years; and at each succeeding biennial election, there 
shall be elected one mAiber of such board, who sliall hold his oflice 
for sis years. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be ex 
officio a member and secretary of such board. The board sliall have 
the general supervision of the State Honnal School, and their duties 
shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 10. Institutions for the benefit of those inhabitants who are deaf, 
dumb, blind or insane, shall always be fostered and supported. 

§ 11. The Legislature shall encourage the promotion of intellect- 
ual, scientific and agricultural improvement; and shall, as soon as 
practicable, provide for the establishment of an agricultural school. 
The Legislature may appropriate the twenty-two sections of salt spring 
lands now unappropriated, or the money arising from the sale of the 
same, where such lands have been already sold, and any land which 
may hereafter be granted or appropriated for sueh purpose, for the 
support and mdnteniuice of such school, and may make the same a 
branch of the TJniveraity for instruction in agriculture and tie natu- 
ral sciences connected therewith, and place Ihe same under the su- 
pervision of the Regents of the University. 

§12. The Legislature shall also provide for the establishmcBt of 
at least onelibraryin each township; and all fines assessed and 
collected in the several counties and townships for any breach of the 
penal laws, shall be exclusively applied to the support of sueh libra- 

ARTICLE XIV. 



§ 1. All specific State taxes, except those received from the mining 
companiesofthe Upper Peninsula, diall be appliedin payingthe inter- 
est upon the primary school.university and other educational funds, and 
the interest and prineipal of the State debt, in the order herein reci- 

Hosted by Google 



25 

sted, until the extingui&hmeot of the State debt, ether than tie 
araouDts due to educational funds, when such specific taxes shall he 
added to, and constitute a part of the primary school interest fund. 
The Legislature shall provide for an annual tax, sufficient, with 

•other resources, to pay the estimated expenses of the State Govern- 
ment, the interest of the State debt, and such deficiency as may oc- 

§ 2. The Legislature shall provide by law, a sinking fund of at least 
twenty thousand dollars a year, to commence in eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, with compound interest at the rate of six per cent per 
annum, and an annual increase of at least five per cent., to be applied 
solely to the payment and extinguishment of the principal of the State 
debt, other than the amounts due to educational fuada, and shall be 
continued until the extinguishment thereof. The unfunded debt shall 
not be funded or redeemed at a value exceeding that established by 
law in one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 

§ 3. The State may contract debts to meet deficits in revenue. 
Such debts shall not in the aggregate 3t any one time exceed fifty 
thousand dollars. The moneys so raised shall be applied to the pur- 
poses for which they were obtained, or to the payment of the _debts 
so contracted. 

§ 4. The State may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress in- 
surrection, or defend the State in time of war. The money Bri- 
bing from the contracting of such debts shall be applied to the pur- 
poses for which it was raised, or to repay such debts. 

§ 5. No money shall be paid out of the treasury except in pursu- 
ance of appropriations made by law. 

§ 6. The credit of the State shall not be granted to, or in aid of 
any person, association or corporation. 

g 7. ITo scrip, certificate or other evidence of State indebtedness 
shall be issued, except for the redemption of stock previously issued, 
or for such debts as are expressly authorized iu this conadtution. 

§ 8. The'stale shall notaubscribe to, or be interested in, the stock 
-of any company, assoeiation or corporation. 

§ 9. The State shall not be a party to, or interested in, any work 
of internal improvement, nor engaged in carrying on any such work, 
•except in the expenditure of grants to the State of land or other 
|)toperty. 4 

Hosted by Google 



§ 10. The State may continue to collect all specific taxes accruing 
to the treasury under esisticg laws. The Legislature may provide for 
the collection of specific faxes, from banting, rail road, plank road, 
and othor corporations hereafler created. 

§ 11. The Legislature shall provide an uniform rule of taxation, 
except on property paying specific taxes and taxes shall be levied on 
such property as shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 12. All assessments hereafter authorized shall be onproperty 
at its cash value. 

§ 13. The Legislature shall provide for an equalization by a State 
Board, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fiftj'-one, and ev- 
ery fifth year thereafter, of assessments on all taxable property, ex- 
cept that paying specific taxes. 

§ 14. Every law which imposes, continues or revives a tax, shall 
distinctly state the t&x, and the object to which it is to be applied; 
and it shall not be sulBcient to refer to any other law to fix such tax 
or object 

ARTICLE XV. 

CORPORATIONS. 

§ I. Corporations may be formed under general laws; but shall 
not be created by special act, except for municipal purposes. All 
laws passed pursuant to this section may be altered, amended or 
repealed. 

§ 2. No banking law orlawrfor banking purposes, or amendments 
thereof, shall have efi'ect until the same shall, after its passage, be sub- 
mitted to a vol* of the electors of the State, at a general election, aild 
be approved by a majority of the vot«s cast thereon at such eleclioQ. 

§ 3. The officers and stockholders of every corporation or associ- 
ation for banking purposes, issuing bank notes orpaper credits to cir- 
culate as money, shall be individually liable for all debts contracted 
during the tame of their l;eing ofEcers or stockholders of such corpo- 
ration or association. 

§ 4. The Legislature shall provide by Jaw for the registry of all 
bills or Holes issued or put in circulation as money, and shall require 
security to the full amount of notes and hills so registered in State or 
United States stocks, bearing interest, which shall be deposited with 
the State Treasurer,forthe redemption of such hills or notes in specie. 
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§ 5. In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking association. 
tlie bill holders thereof shall he entitled lo preference ia payment, 
overall other creditors of such bank or association. 

§ 6. The Legislature shall pass no law authorizing or sanclioning 
the suspension of spenie payments by any person, association or 
corporation. 

§ ". 1'lie stockholders of all corporations and joint stock associa- 
tions shall be indiridually liable tor all labor performed for such cor- 
poration or association. 

§ 8. The Le^slature shall pass no law altering or amending any 
act of incorporation heretofore granted, without the assent of two- 
thirds of the members elected to each house; nor shall any such act 
be renewed or extended. This restriction shall not apply to muni- 
cipal corporations. 

§ 9. The property of no person shall be taken by any corpora- 
tion for public use without compensation being first made or se- 
cured, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 

§ 10. !No corporation, except for municipal purposes, or for the 
construction of rail roads, plank roads and canals, shall be created 
for a longer time than thirty years. 

^ Ji. The term "corporations," as used in the preceding sections 
of this article, shall be constnied to include all associations and joint 
stock companies having any of the powers or privileges of corpora- 
tiims, not posse.ssed by individuals or partnerships. All corporations 
shall have the right to sue, and be subject to be sued, in all courts, 
in like oases as natHral persons. 

§ 12. No corporation shall hold any real estate hereafter acquired, 
for a longer period than ten years, esceptsuch real estate as shall be 
actually occupied by such corporation in the exercise of its franchises. 

§ 13. Tlie Legislature shall provide for the incorporation and or- 
ganization of cities and villages, and shall restrict their powers of 
taxation, borrowing money, contracting debts and loaning their credit . 

5 14. Judicial officers of cities and villages shall be elected, and 
M other officers shall be elected or appointed at such time and ia 
such manner as the Le^slature may direct. 

§ 15. Private property shall not be taken for public improvements 
in cities and villages without the consent of the owner, unless the 
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compensation therefor shaU, first be determined by a jury of frec- 
hoM^a, and actually paid or secured in the manner provided by 
]aw. 

5 16. Previous notice of any application for an alteration of the 
charter of any corporation shall be given in-euch manner as may be 
prescriDed by law. 

ARTICLE XVI. 



§ 1. The personal property of every- resident of this State, to con- 
sist of such property only as shall be designated by law, shall be ex- 
empted to the amount of not le b than tve hundred dollars froa 
ale on execul on or other haal p oces* of any court bsued f r 
the collect on of any debt conteocted after the adoption of th g 
onstitut on 

§2 Eieryl omested of notesceed ngforty acres of land and the 
dwelling-house thereon, and the appui lenances to be selected by the 
owner thereof, and not included in any town plat, city or village; or 
Instead thereof, at the option of the owner, any lot in any city, vlUagc, 
or recorded town plat, or such parts of lots as shall be equal thereto, 
and the dwelling-house thereon and its appurtenances, owned and 
■ occupied by any resident of the State, not exceeding in value fifteen 
}iundred dollars, shall be exempt from forced sale on execution or 
any other final process from a court, for any debt contracted after 
the adoption of this constitution Such exemption shall not extend 
to any mortgage thereon lawfiilly obtained, but "^uch mortgage or 
other ahnnation of such land, by the owntr thereof, if a married 
man, shall not be valid without the signature of the wife to the same . 

§ 3. The homested of a family, after the death of the owner 
thereof, shall be exempt from the payment of his debts, contracted 
after the adoption of this constitution, in all cases, during the minor- 
ity of his children. , 

§ 4. If the owner of a homested die, leaving a widow, but no 
children, the same shall be exempt, and the rents and profits thereof 
shall accrue to her benefit during the time of her widowhood, unless 
-she be the owner of a homested in her own right. 

§ 5. The real and personal estate of every female, acquired be- 
fore marriage, and all property to which she may afterwards beecsme 
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entitled, by gift, grant, inheritance or devise, shall be and remain 
the estate and property of such female, and shall not be liable for 
the debts, obligations or engagements of her husband; and may be 
devised or bequeathed by her as if she were unmarried. 
ARTICtE XVn. 



§ 1, The militia shall be composed of ail able bodied white male 
citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, except such 
as are exempted by the laws of the United States or of this State; but 
ail such citizens of any religions denomination whatever, who, from 
scruples of conscience, may be averse to bearing' arms, shall be ex- 
cused therefrom, upon, sucli conditions as shall be prescribed by 
law. 

§ 2, The Legislature shall provide by law for organizing, eijuip- 
ping and disciplining the militia, in sitch manner as they sliall deeni 
expedient, not incomrafible with the laws of the United States. 

§ 3. Officers of the militia shall be elected or appointed and be 
commissioned in such manner as may be provided by law. 
ARTICLE SVIII. 



§ !. Members of the Legislature, and all officers, executive and 
judicial, except such officers as may by law be exempted, shall, 
before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, talie 
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm,} that I. will support the constitution of the United 
S^tes and the constitution of this State, and that I will faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office of accordmg to the beat of 

my ability." And no other oath, declaration or test shall be req^uu- 
ed as aqualiScation for any office ov public trust. 

§ 2. When private property is taken for the use or benefit of the 
public, the necessity for using soch property, and the just compen- 
sation to be made therefor, except when to be made by the State, 
shall be ascertained by a jury of twelve freeholders, residing; in the 
vicinity of such property, or by not less than three commissioners, 
appointed by a court of record, as shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 3. No mechanical trade shall hereafter be taught to convicts in 
the state prison of this Stale, except the manufacture of those arti - 
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«!es, of whicli the chief supply for home consumption is imported 
from other states or countries. 

§ 4. No navigable stream in ttia State, shall be either bridged or 
darned without aathority frorn the board of supervisors of the proper 
county, under the provisions of law. No such law shall prejudice 
;he right of mdividuals to the free navigation of such stream=, or 
preclude the State from the further improvement of the navigation ot 
such stream. 

§ 5. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of 
the public moneys shall be attached to, and published with the laws, 
at every regular session of the Legislature. 

§ 6 The laws, public records, and the written judicial and Legisla- 
tive proceedings of the State, shall be conducted, promulgated and 
preserved in the English language. 

§ 7. Every person has a right to bear arms for the defence of him- 
self and th': Slate. 

§ 8. The mihtary shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict 
subordination- to the civil power. 

§ 9. No soldier shall, in lime of peace, be quartered in any bouse 
without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor in time of war, 
except in amanner prescribed by law. 

§ 10. The people have the right peaceably to assemble together, 
to consult for the common good, lo instruct their Representatives, and 
to petition the Legislature for redress of grievauces. 

§11. Neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude, unless for the 
punishment of crime, shall ever be tolerated in this State. 

§ 12, No lease or grant hereafter of agricultural land for a longer 
period than twelve years, reserving any rent or service of any kiud, 
shall be valid. 

§ 13. Aliens who are, or who may hereafter become bona fide res- 
idents of this SfWite, shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the pos- 
session, enjoyttient and inheritance of property, as native bom citi- 

§14. The property of no person shall he lakea for public use 
witiiout just compensatioQ therefor. Private roads may be opened 
in the manner to be prescnbed by law; but in every case the neces- 
sity of the road and the amount of all damages to be sustained by the 
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opening thereof, shall be first deffirmined by a, jury of freeholders; 
and such amount, tog;ether with the expenses of proceedings, shall 
be paid by tlie person or persons to be benefitted. 

§ 15. No general revision of the laws shall hereafter be made, 
When a re-print thereof becomes necessary, tlie Legislature in joint 
convention, shall appoint a suitable person to collect together such 
acts and parts of acts as are in force, and without alteration, arrange 
them under appropriate heads and titles. The laws so arranged 
shall be submitted to two commissioners appointed by the Governor 
for examination, and if certified by them to be a correct compilation 
of all general laws in force, shall be printed in such manaer as shall 
be prescribed bylaw. 

ARTICLE XIX. 



§ 1. The counties of Mackinac, Chippewa, Delta, Marquette, 
Schoolcraft, Houghton and Ontonagon, and the islands and territory 
thereunto attached, the islands of Lake Superior, Huron and Michi- 
gan, and in Green Bay, and the straits of Mackinac and the River 
Ste Marie, shall constitute a separate judicial district, and be enti- 
tled to a district judge and district attorney. 

§ 2. The district judge shall be elected by the electors of such dis- 
trict, and shall perform the same duties and possess tlie same powers 
as a circuit judge in his circuit, and shall hold his office for the same 
period. 

§ 3. The district attorney shall be electedevery two years by the 
electors of the district, shall perform the duties of prosecuting attor- 
ney throughout the entire district, and may issue warrants for the 
arrest of offenders in cases of felony, to he proceeded with as shaJlbe 
prescribed by law. 

§ 4. Such judicial district shall be entitied at all times to at least 
one Senator, and until entitled to more by its population, it shall Imve 
three members of the House of Representatives, to be apportioned 
among the several counties by the Legislature. 

§ Sec. 6. The Legislature Miay provide for the payment of the dis- 
trict judge a salary not exceeding one thousand dollars a year, and 
of the district attorney not exceeding seven hundred dollars a year; 
and may allow extra compensation to the members of the Legisla- 
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tnre from such territory, not exceeding two dollars a day during any 

§ 6. The electioBS for all district or county officers, State Senator 
or Represents ives, within the boundaries defined in this article, shall 
take place on the last Titesday of September in the respective years- . 
in which they may be required. The county canvass shall be held 
on the first Tuesday in October thereafter, and the district canvass 
on the last Tuesday of said October. 

§ "7. One-half of the taxes received into-the treasury from mining, 
corporations in the Upper Peninsula paying an annual State tax of one 
per cent., shall be paid to the treasurers of the counties from which 
it is received, to be applied for township and county purposes, as 
provided bylaw. The Legislature shalMiave power, after the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty -five, to reduce the amount to be 
refunded. 

§ 8. The Legislature may change the location of the Slate Friso!> 
from Jackson to the Upper Peninsula. 

§ 9. The cliarters of the several miningcorporationsmay be mod- 
ified by the Legislature, in regard to the term limited for subscribing 
to stock, and ia relotirai to-tce quantity of land which a corporatior. 
shall hold; but the capital shall not be increased, nor tlie time for the 
existence of charters extended. No such corporation shall be per- 
mitted to purchase or hold any real eatal«, except such as shall bt' 
necessary for the exercise of its corporate franchises. 
AlvnCLK XX. 

AHESUMBNT ASD REVISMN OP THE COIfSTITTrTION.' 

§ 1. Any amendment or amendments to this constitution may be ■ 
proposedin the Senate or House ofRepresentatiies If Ihesimeshal 
be agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to eai-h house 
such amendment or amendments sha}l be «iteied on their journsh 
respectively, with the yeas and nays taken thereon and the same 
shall be submitted to the electors at the nest j^tneral election ffiere 
after, and if a majority of the electors qualified to vote for members 
ef the LegislatuTe voting thereon, shall ratify and approve such 
amendment or amendment.^, the same shall h'scome part of the consti 

§ 2. At the general election. to be held in-tlc jear one thousand 
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eight hundred and sixty-sij, and in each sixteenth year thereafter, and 
also at such other times as tlie Legislature may by law provide, the 
question of a general revision of the constitution shall be submitted to 
the eleciors qualified to vote for members of the Legislature; and in 
case a majority of the electors so qualified, voting at such election, 
shall decide in favor of a convention for such purpose, the Le^slature, 
at the nest session, shall provide by law for the election of delegates 
to such convention. All the amendments shall take effect at the 
commencement of the political year after their adoptiwi. 



SCHEDULE. 



That no inconvenience may arise from the changes in the constitu- 
tion of this State, and in order to carry the same into complete ope- 
ration, it is hereby declared, that 

§ 1. The common law and thestatutelawsnovfinforce, not repug- 
nant to this constitution, shall remain in force until they expire by 
their own limitations, or are alteredor repealed by the Legislature. 

§ 2. All writs, actions, causes of action, prosecutions and rights of 
individuals and of bodies corporate, and of the Stale, and all char- 
ters of incorporation, shall continue; and all indictments which shdl 
have been found, or which may hereailer he found, for any crime or 
offence committed before the adoption of this constitution, may be 
proceeded upon as if no change had taken place. The several courts, 
except as herein otherwise provided, shall continue with the like pow- 
ers and jurisdiction, both at law and in equity, as if tliis constitution 
had not been adopted, and until the organization of the judicial de- 
partment under this constitution. 

§3. Thatall fines, penalties, forfeitures and escheats accruing to 
the State of Michigan under the present constitution and laws, shall 
accrue to the use of the State under this constitution. ' 

§ 4. That all recognizances, bonds, obligations, and all other in- 
struments entered into or executed before the adoption of this consli- 
tutioo, to the people of the State of Michigan, to any State, county 
or township, or any public officer or public body, or which may be 
entered into or executed, under existing laws, "to the people of the 
5 
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State of Michigan," to anjr such officer or public body, before lie 
complete organizatioa of the departments of government under this 
coBsiitulion, shall remain binding and valid; and rights and liabili- 
ties upon Uie satoe s\ia\l conlinue, and maybe prosecutei as provUecl 
by law. And all crimes and misdemennnrs and penal actions, shall 
be tried, punisJied and prosecuted, as thou^'h no change had taken 
place, until otherwise provided by law. 

§ 6, A Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be chosen under 
the eiisting constitution and laws, to serve after the espiration of the 
term of the present incumbent. 

§ 6. Ail officers, civil and military, now holding any office or ap- 
pointment, shall continue to hold their respective offices, unless re- 
moved by competent authority, until superseded under the laws now 
in force, or under this constitution. 

§ 7. The members of the Senate and House of Eepresentatives of 
the Legislature of one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, shall 
conlinue in office under the provisions of law, until superseded by 
their successors elected "ind qualified under this constitution 

§ 8. All county officprs unless remov ed by competent authority, 
shall continue to hold tht r respei-ti^e offices until the fir'td-iy of 
January, in the year one thou^ind ei^ht hundred and 6fly three. 
The laws now in force aa to (he election qualification and duties of 
township officers, ah ill continue m force until the Legislature shall, 
in conformity to the pronii nt, of this constitution provide for the 
holding of elections t'> fill such ofliCLs and prescribe the duties of 
such officers respectively 

g 9. Oa the first day of January in tie year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-two tie terms of offiue of the judges of the su- 
preme court, under exisljng laws and of the judges of the county 
courts, and of the clerts of the supreme court ahall expire on the 
Eaid day. 

§ 10. On the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-two, the jurisdiction of all suits and proceedings 
then pending in the present supreme courts, shall become vested in 
the supreme court established by this constitution, and shall be finally 
adjudicated by tie court where the same may be pending. The ju- 
risdiction of all suits and proceedings at law and equity, then pending 
in tie circuit courts and county courts for the several counties, shall 
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become vested in the circuit courts of the said counties, and distriel 
court for the Upper Peninsula. 

§ II. Tlie probate courts, the courts of justices of tte peace and 
tlie police court authorized by an act entitled "An act to establish a po- 
lice court in the city of Detroit," approved April second, one thousand 
eiifht hundred and fifty, shall continue to eiercise the jurisdictionand 
powers now conferred upon them respectively, until otherwise provi- 
ded by law. 

§ 12. The ofSee of State Printer shall be vested in the present 
incumbeut until the expiration of the term for which he was elected 
under the law then in force; and all the provisions of the said law 
relating to his duties, rights, privileges and compensation, shall re- 
main unimpaired and inviolate until the cspiration of his said term 
of office. 

§ 13. It shall be the duty of the Legislature, at their first session, 
to adapt the present laws to the provisions of this constitution, as far . 
as mny be. 

§ \i. The Attorney General of the State is required to prepare 
and report to the Legislature, at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, such changes and modifications in existing laws as may be 
deemed necessary to adapt the same to this constitution, and as may 
be best calculated to carry into effect its proviaons; and he shall re- 
ceive no additional compensation therefor. 

§ 15. Any territory attached to any county for judicial purposes, 
if not otherwise represented, shall be considered as forming part of 
such county, sofar as regards elections for the purpose of representation. 

§ 16. This constitution shall be submitted to the people for their 
adoption or rejection, at the general election to be held on the first 
Tuesday of November, one thousand eight hundred and fifty; 
and there shall also be submitted for adoption or rejection, at the 
Kame time the separate resolution in relation to the elective franchise; 
and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State, and all other on- 
cers required to give or publish any notice in regard to the said gen- 
eral election, to give notice, as provided by law in case of an elec- 
tion of Governor, that this constitution has been duly submitted to 
the electors at said election. Every newspaper within this State 
pablisUng ia the month of September next, this constitution as snb- 
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D. C, Walker, 
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I hereby cHrtify the aboro anil foregoing to he a tnie copy of the enrolled Con- 
sUtnlionot the State of Michigan, as filed in the office of the Secretarj- of State, 
August 15, 1650, except the words included inbrackels, which are not ill said dopy. 
ROD. R. GIBSON, 
Dep. See's "/ «*>(«. 
I certify Ihat the words included in brackets, were in the Conslitution as passed 
hy the Convention, and in the copy furnished tho enrolling committee. 

JOHN SWEGLES, Jr., 
Priacipid SecTttaTy ^ Coira^tftiin. 
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